420 Percival Avenue 
1772 


* Captain Norman Winchell (1781-1835) & Julia Cowles 
(1792-1835) 


colonial 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 057 ' 
Before 1772 = Captain Norman Winchell | 
current owner: Joseph Spring 
Wood house, peak roof, central brick 
chimney, two stories and a half, ell in 
rear, 9 window front, paired 6/6 
sash, 2” overhang T 2" floor level, 
stone foundation. 


Connecticut State Library, State Archives 
WPA Architectural Survey: wpa_archsurvey_berl57 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


Before 1772 = Captain Norman Winchell current owner: Joseph Spring Percival Avenue 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 144 
1772 Captain Norman Winchell current owner: Joseph Spring estate 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1773 current owner: Wilbur & Maureen Spring 


Genealogy 


Norman Winchell (1781-1835) son of Roger Winchell & Martha Shaw. In 
1812 married Julia Cowles (1792-1835) daughter rof Seth Cowles. They had 
children: William, Selden, Alfred, Henry, Norman, Jason, Julia, William, Noah, Andrew, Seth. 
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IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' ' ry 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bed Ta | i H 1 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 . 
DISTRICT 1F NR, SPECIFY 


#144 ls Cam | Cidewst Cl evennias 


“] 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Captain Norman Winchell House 


Berlin Kensington Hartford 


R NO NUMBER (und? or location) 


420 Percival Avenue 


OwnERIS) NB. Band & Trust Co., ; 235 Main Street 
Executor estate of Joseph J. Spring New Britain 06051LJPubiic Ci private 
U (Present) (itistorie) 
Residence Residence 
6. EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE FY . PLAIN 
ACCESSIBILITY 
fie lie [iver on 
. Y OF BUILDIN DATE O fe) RU 10 
Vernacular E ce. 1772 


RIALIS) (indicate use of lucation when appropriate) 


= h 

OD Clapboord fe) Asbestos Siding O Brick O Capacity) 
a Wood Shingle i) Asphalt Siding 0 Fieldstone 

D Boord & Batten 0 Stucco 0 Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


[xX] Wood frome 0D Post and bean O balloon 


OC Lood bearing masonry OD Structural iron or steel 


Lothar tspecsiyi 
10. ROOF (Type) 


Gable O Flot O Monsord ‘B Monitor O sowtooth 
DO Gombrel O Shed OC Hip (3 Round ee ies 


(Material) 


Roll 
a Wood Shingle Asphalt i Tin O Slote a Goble end to the street 
Other 


(SX) asphett shingte.  C)isvitiup [tite (1) (Spec ity) 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 17/2 40' x 29' (main portion) 


[3] Ridge parollel to the street 


ONDITION (Strnetural) theater) 
O Excellent {xl Good itz) Foir oO Deteriorated 0 ExZellent ix) Good Oo Foir O Dcteriorated 
13, INTEGRITY (Lew ationt WHEN ? (Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN 7 
On original OD h idi 
site Moved Yes []no| Unusually thorough siding. 
REL D OUTBUILDINGS OR LANUSC FEATURES 
OD Barn O Shed Geroge OD Other londscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 
Carri 
C)icces” Lo shen carder 
TS. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT ig 
D Open land reed kx) Residentiol LJ Scattered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
[7 Commercial laces iz Rural iB High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILOING AND SURROUNDING 
In an area of mostly 19th- and 20th-century houses, some distance 


south of Congregational Church. OVER 


. 


— PHER 
11/84 
ee. eee 


PHOTO 


“| COMPILED B\ 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Captain Norman Winchell House has a five-bay facade with a central 
entry. Windows are fitted with old 6-over-6 sash; facade windows are 
paired and offset towards the corners of the building. Second-floor 
facade windows are located immediately under the eaves. Details of the 
trabeated entry are concealed by modern siding. There is a hewn over- 
hang at the second floor. Main roof cornice detailing is obscured by 


siding. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


Despite the application of modern siding, the Captain Norman Winchell 
House is significant as a good surviving example of an 18th-century 
central chimney house. An adaptation of traditional English building 
techniques to a harsh climate rich in stone, timber, and firewood, the 
central chimney house was the predominant domestic building type in 
18th-century New England. The large central chimney, generally con- 
structed of stone below the roofline, functioned as an enormous thermal 
mass. Once warmed, its tons of brick could store and release heat for 
hours. It remained popular in relatively isolated areas such as Berlin 
until after 1800. Its 18th-century features include the ridge-parallel 
orientation, hewn overhang, symmetrical five-bay facade, paired offset 
windows, and the location of the secohd-floor windows under the eaves. 

(continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Tercentenary List 


Es 


19. (continued): 


Captain Norman Winchell is said to have built this house before 1772; 


the Winchell family owned a substantial amount of property in this 
area of Kensington. 


